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Expo 2015, Milan  

Project of Superlatives for NUSSLI's Corporate History 

 

Hüttwilen, November 2, 2015 // The official closing ceremony for EXPO 2015 began 

at 6:00 p.m. on 10/31/2015, and  NUSSLI's construction crew for the event had 

plenty of reasons to pop the corks. Milan hosted over 21.5 million guests over the 

course of the last six months. With the construction of a total of nine pavilions and 

the management of some of them, the world exhibition will go down in the history 

of the NUSSLI Group as one of its largest and most successful projects. The crew 

was already celebrating 15 awards before they began dismantling the structures 

on 11/02/2015, from a record in the Guinness Book of World Records to the nine 

awards conferred on NUSSLI pavilions by Exhibitor Magazine, one of the most 

important American trade magazines for trade fairs and events.  

 

Between the Expo and the Dismantling 

Our fantastic working relationship with the Expo Organization and the Italian suppliers 

will be remembered by many employees for a long time. And the fact that accidents and 

construction defects stayed well clear of the Expo is good news for NUSSLI's experts. 

"We anticipate completing the dismantling work by the end of March 2016," says Dietmar 

Kautschitz, Managing Director of NUSSLI Expo 2015 taking a look into the future. "Some 

of the furnishings and multimedia were borrowed and will now be broken down and used for 

new projects."  

 

What is currently happening in the nine NUSSLI pavilions during the interface between 

dismantling and award-winning is exciting, unusual and often even quite original.  

 

Kuwait Pavilion Fish Seek a New Home 

In the Kuwait Pavilion, 400 fish are getting ready to 

move. After having had around 1.7 million visitors 

interested in the fauna of the Arabian Gulf, they are 

lining up to retreat into a well-deserved retirement. 

During the first week of November, they will be 

donated to the "Acquario di Genova," the largest 



 

 aquarium in Europe. Kuwait will donate chairs, couches and tables from the VIP area to 

kindergartens, hospitals and social facilities. 

 

 German Pavilion: The Power of Solar Trees 

The futuristic solar trees that grew as idea seedlings 

from the exhibition in the sky were among the 

favorite objects of more than three million visitors to 

the German Pavilion. They also contributed to the 

numerous awards it received before the end of the 

Expo. On 10/30/2015, the Expo Organization also 

gave it the Gold BIE (Bureau International des 

Expositions) Award for "Theme Development" in the category of "Pavilions larger than 

2000 m²."  Three of the trees will soon become acquainted with the land which they were 

allowed to represent in Milan. Merck, the manufacturer of printed high-performance 

polymers, which took care of the solar power production, intends to set them up again on 

the company grounds in Darmstadt. 

 

USA Pavilion: Innovative Vertical Farm 

With more than six million visitors, the American 

Pavilion was among the favorites of the Expo 

audience. At the 2015 Galaxy Awards, the USA 

Pavilion was honored with a special award in the 

category of "Public Relations: Special Purpose 

Project." Exhibitor Magazine chose the pavilion's 

Vertical Farm as the winner in the "Best Elements 

and Details" category. 

  

Swiss Pavilion Not Enough for Everyone 

No, there were no apple rings left for the visitors 

during the last week of the Expo. This is how the big 

question, "Is there enough for everyone?" raised by 

the Swiss Pavilion with respect to feeding the world, 

was answered. Exhibitor Magazine gave it the 

award for best interpretation of the Expo theme for 

its graphic, up-close experiential approach to the 



 

 issue of limited resources. The empty towers will be reconstructed in Switzerland, where 

they will take up a second career in urban farming.   

  

COOP: From the Expo to the Guinness Book of World Records 

 The two plotters that printed faces on the fronts of 

the COOP Pavilion measured 80 by 13 meters. 

Installed by NUSSLI, they plotted throughout the 

six-month course of the Expo, a new world record 

which is now documented by the Guinness team. 

The pavilion received an award in the "Best 

Technology" category from Exhibitor Magazine.  

 

Vanke Pavilion: China's Exceptional Presentation 

Vanke is the first Chinese company to be 

represented with its own pavilion in the history of the 

Expo. China's development was displayed on 200 

screens in an extraordinary way. The Vanke 

Pavilion also received an honorable mention from 

Exhibitor Magazine.  

  

 Mexican Pavilion Once Around the Whole World... 

The Mexican Pavilion is also facing reconstruction, 

albeit not in its home country, but on the other side 

of the world; the decision in this regard is still 

pending. Incidentally, this pavilion can also be 

pleased about an honorable mention by Exhibitor 

Magazine in the "Editor's Choice" category.  

  



 

 Spanish Pavilion: Paradise for Master Carpenters 

 Anyone in search of an all-around sustainable 

exhibition concept would strike it rich with the 

Spanish Pavilion. It was made entirely of wood from 

the foundation to the roof. As absolute precision 

was required of the NUSSLI master builders during 

its construction, an array of options is now available 

with its dismantling. From conversion to new 

construction, there are many possibilities.  

 

Wine Pavilion: A Wine Tour 

What would an Expo in the Italian wine country be without a wine pavilion? And why 

discontinue using it after the event when it has been 

so successful? The Italian Wine Pavilion, with an 

honorable mention from Exhibitor Magazine in the 

"Small Pavilions" category, will soon be 

reconstructed by Veronafiera in Verona. 

 

In summary, Expo Milano 2015 was a huge success 

for Italy, for awareness of the problem of feeding the world, and for the demonstration of 

solutions. The high level of motivation on the part of the organizers, staff and countries 

has given the NUSSLI Group, the largest Swiss supplier of on-site temporary structures, 

great satisfaction and an impetus for the next Expo. 

 

 

We would be happy to provide you with high-resolution images of the Expo pavilions  
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 About NUSSLI 

With its temporary and modular event structures, NUSSLI ensures that events held 

throughout the world leave a lasting impression. Our product line includes temporary 

grandstands, stages, stadia, halls, and pavilions as well as exhibition and museum 

structures. Since the founding of the Swiss company in 1941, NUSSLI has been 

developing technologically advanced and proven construction systems which form the 

structural framework for sporting and cultural events as well as fairs, roadshows, and 

exhibitions of all types and sizes. Every day, 450 specialized professionals in 19 

locations throughout Europe, North America, and the Middle East bring their in-depth 

know-how, innovative approaches and flexibility to the table as they go to work on 

multifaceted design and construction projects. Each year, NUSSLI designs and builds 

approximately 2,000 exceptional event structures throughout the world, right on time, 

with a reliable standard of quality, and precisely tailored to clients' requirements.  

For additional information about NUSSLI: www.nussli.com and expo.nussli.com/en.html  

 

http://www.nussli.com/

